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A SHROUDED. ELEVATED ARCHITECTURAL BODY.
A oroiect by Peter Bottazzi and Denis Santachiara

VIRGINIO BRIATORE

Villa Perego, Cremnago di Invernigo, 40 km north

of Milan.
The evening of 1st May 2001, Labour Day.

High, intrusive, massive, built on an
embankment overlooking the town, the Villa
of the Counts Perego has the appearance of a
fortress of beauty under siege from the
modern industry surrounding it. Gardens, tall
trees, fountains, courtyards large and small,
portico and passageway, terraces, grotto,
tower, church, statues, bell-tower. This is the
ideal spot to feel a connection with the spirit
of Valencia’s Convento del Carmen and to

imagine an exhibition trail through courtyards,



- >

W%, temraces, skylights, around sharp bends to gardens, towers, bell-towers. The large model of the Convent lies on the floor
reached by climbing down a tiny spiral staircase. Peter Bottazzi, whose home and studio this is, and Denis Santachiara

! the model removing roofs, measuring towers, draping walls, discussing where and how the light gets in.
ﬁ architectural body. The body of art.

body. Another keyword: cells.

s the brainchild of Achille Bonito Oliva and Peter Greenaway who dreams and thinks he discerns, in the layout
from a succession of buildings, the effigy of a human body. A curled- -up body, foetal, sleeping, the beginning and

s of Bottazzi and Santachiara link to this concept, visualizing the body: in the positioning of the works,
} the interiors, in a hint immediately visible from the outside.

at the building’s floorplan and imagining a human form in it, | am reminded of something, but | don’t know what...
» says: " The plan is a foetal dream, a conceptual body with a heart, stomach, genitals...’

m 'dea it may work, but in fact the Convent is a succession of architectural styles, gothic, Renaissance and then

.. with recent renovations and extensions, with brightly-coloured additions: a famous exhibition area which i<
hlown to the people of Valencia.

used place. This won't do.

' 5ays: " In order to make the place no longer the same as the one which people have already seen and memorized,

used a light, enveloping, surprising architecural device: Netz webbing, synthetic, metallic, semi-transparent; a sort

. @ watery voile, a loose-fitting glove which outlines the spaces like conical projections. The walls will almost
people will become lost, there will be almost nothing to lean on.”
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= The building is now one single placenta giving life to the works of a hundred artists,
ou o vital, individual, throbbing, indefinable, unpredictable cells. Each artist has a cell, is a
E “‘« f-—-/'/‘ cell: there are cubes, prisms, parallelepipeds, pre-existing niches, interiors, exteriors,
E y Mall spiders’ webs identical as to material, variable in their dimensions and forms, regular,
t :W E . . :’7 irregular.
/}___, e 3)» = Observing the body from inside gives form to the memory. | see a visionary figure
o studying medicine, physics, chemistry, philosophy, graphic arts, painting, architecture,
E P and who eighty years ago drew up plans for houses, hotels, offices and museums similar
P e \N&; to those Frank Ghery builds today.

o~ 4 E ,;;a;% L , For Hermann Finsterlin a building is an organism, a body, a flowing of juices, blood-
- \ dAB. | 7 vessels, a heart of molten lava, intestines, vital secretions and vital humours. On the

= ground, his constructions have organic, embryonic, larval designs. In 1920 he wrote:

"Inside the new house, one won't simply feel like the inhabitant of some fairy-tale
crystal cave, but a dweller within an organism, moving from one organ to another, in
perfect mutualism with a gigantic fossilized womb."
Where is the soul?
The soul of Valencia, of the Convento del Carmen, of the body of art, of the human machine?
Convention would have it that the soul should be a puff, a breath of air. So Peter Bottazzi, being an architect and set-
designer, concentrates on the dwelling of the soul, cells with rays of light, a Gulliver's body, tied to the floorplan with
filaments, rods, barely visible sheathing. In parallel, Denis Santachiara, a designer of wind, fire and clouds, dreams up a baby
airship tethered by its umbilical cord above the show. A little moon-man, illuminated from within and illuminating, signalling
the event from afar, is a heavenly reflection of the body of art, it animates and is animated.
It is a play of opposites, earth and sky, body and soul, Netz and Argon. Finsterlin wrote: “| consider the following a highly
important statement: the height of knowledge is the law of pairing and the relativity of opposites. The infinite does not exist
without the finite. Eternal light becomes no light at all. There is no relativity without the absolute. Without everything, there
s nothing.”
This is a project with two signatures, an opus-path which accommodates the artists and is reflected in the sky.

* Giacomo Ricci, Hermann Finsterlin, Dal “gioco di stile” all’architetture marsupiale, |From the “Style Game” to Marsupial Architecture| edizioni Dedalo, Bari, 1982.



R

L)

.

'.-
»

.
- oan -
S — -
e ————
~
™ - -
L

79



